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occasioned by an incomplete appreciation of the distinction
between tenures which, though both passing under the name of
gras, were entirely opposite m their nature and origin ' The
4 alienations,' it is said, ' in behalf of the grassias and those
4 other tribes who have proceeded by forcible methods, appear
' to have been either granted in former times by the govern
4 ment as a retaining fee for military services no longer
' lequired of them, or to be usurpations perpetrated upon the
' people, who thus endeavoured to purchase exemption from
' the depredations which these fighting tribes were in the habit
*• of practising upon them We cannot but look upon all their
' acquisitions with an unfavourable eye , and though we can
' easily conceive that considerations of expediency may for-
4 cibly recommend forbearance, we shall always rejoice when
1 the extent of their possessions is diminished'
Considerations of justice and fairness apart, much, no doubt,
may be said against the local chieftains , their utility, it may
be urged, had passed away , their ' services ' were ' no longer
' required', they were as little likely to be reclaimed from
their slothfulness and indisposition to the arts of peace, as they
were to accept of the discipline which would have rendered
them once again valuable in the day of war It must, how-
ever, be recollected that experienced officers have been found
to maintain, even at the present day, that the internal tran-
quillity of Goozerat has suffered in consequence of the dimmu-
tion of that influence, which the sons of the Kshutrees had so
long maintained against such fearful odds , it is by no means
certain that, under more generous treatment, the character of
the grassias might not have improved, and, even in these
days, the opinion is not wholly without supporters, which con-
siders that a body of landlords, commanding respect from their
hereditary title, may be a valuable bulwark to their land.
However these things may be, it must, at least, be permitted
to a lover of his country, to regret that the introduction of
British power into Goozerat should have been attended with
such well-founded causes of complaint to any portion of the
inhabitants, as those which it certainly afforded to the descen-
dants of Ujetra Singh Waghela or Mokherajee Gohil
The opinions above expressed, m favor of the local chieftains,

